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POST-SOVIET EMIGRANTS IN GERMANY, 
THEIR MUSIC AND RUSSKII ROK 

 
e-

publics [of the Soviet Union] or people who 
come from these republics, because I try to 
pay attention to so called emi 1 

(Gurzhy 2005) 
 
Describing the musical concept of the Russendisko Yuriy Gurzhy, one of 

ic played is from the former Soviet Un-
ion2. How
an imagined community than a fixed geographically bounded entity. 
Russendisko (Russian disco) normally implies a discotheque for Russians. This 
particular fortnightly event located in Berlin, however, is primarily aimed at 
Germans and tourists. Run by two emigrants from the former Soviet Union, 
Wladimir Kaminer (Russia) and Yuriy Gurzhy (Ukraine), the Russendisko has 
become a cultural phenomenon in Germany and Austria. Fueled by Post-Soviet 
migration to Germany, stereotypes of the East and a history of Russian images 
in German (and European) popular music the event shows one aspect of the 
complexities surrounding the Post-Soviet emmigrant community in Germany. 

  2011) has focused 
on transcultural flows which aid in the distribution of music to new locations as 
well as the shift of meaning that happens in that process. Drawing on fieldwork 
in St. Petersburg (2004-2006) and Berlin (2005, 2006) I have outlined some of 


